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President’s Message
In Memory of Kari Prager, 10/21/1947 - 11/14/2010

I'd like to dedicate this month’s message to my friend Kari Prager. He

was not the kind of friend whose house | went to for dinner or the kind

of friend | ever borrow tools from. As a matter of fact | have never been
to his house. | didn’t know his birthday or even how old he was or how

many kids he had.

| call Kari my friend because that's how he acted whenever | was
around him. He was a buddy. He always showed interest in what was
going on and how | was doing. Always willing to help out and offer
advice.

| always thought of him as an older mentor type because he had such
a calming demeanor. As it turns out, he was only 10 years my senior.
Not that much older. We shared some interests, Kari liked to ride
motorcycles and shoot firearms, both hobbies of mine too.

One of my first encounters with Kari in the spring of '93 | think. | had just bought a used '88 R100RT from
his dealership, Cal BMW, my first BMW as a matter of fact. It needed a backrest so my wife Dale would be
comfortable and to ensure she didn't slide off the back. | ordered a Reynolds Rack, Dale and | rode the
bike to Mt. View and | proceeded to install it right there in the parking lot. | was prepared, | brought my own
tools. After a couple of hours of me working on it, Dale sitting on the curb, patiently waiting for me to finish
the job, Kari came around and saw my progress and said something like “Well, it's looking pretty good, |
see you're in the putting things back together phase” You couldn’t believe my relief, | thought | was going
to catch hell, I didn’t think you were supposed to disassemble your bike in the parking lot. Not to mention
the fact that at least now | knew was somewhere nearing being finished.

Another memorable moment, about four years ago was at the first American Adventure Riders Challenge
in Southern California. Kari was one of the first guys | saw when | arrived. He asked me “Are you here to
compete in the obstacle course? “ | said “Sure, | came for the whole experience.” He said “Don't forget to

The Monterey Bay BMW Riders meet Saturdays at 9am (when aride is not scheduled)
for breakfast and conversation. See website for current location.
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air down your tires for better traction.” Not a big deal, but | was competing against him and 50 others too.
He cared enough to give me some good advice and | appreciated that. BTW, after three days of the
completion, Kari was in the top ten. | dropped out on day one. | was no competition.

Remember to always keep the rubber side down and the shinny side up.

@ " rrvre T e @

And now a word from.....the Editor @

Jay W

| don’t usually write a “regular” column in the newsletter. Mostly | get your articles, photos and ( )
information and compile them in a hopefully appealing format that isn’t too complicated for my v
editing skills. Then | send the newsletter to our Webmaster Extraordinaire, Mike Clark and he posts
the newsletter on the club website (thanks Mike!). Those of you who request a hard copy are mailed the
newsletter. And the rest is history — saved on a jump drive and on the club website.

| want to take the opportunity to thank all of you who have contributed to the newsletter this year. As I've
said on numerous occasions — even a photo can tell a story. The club is what we all make it — your
suggestions and comments are always welcome. Thanks to everyone who led a ride — took part in a ride
and/or club event (what a fun Holiday party!) and those who come to the Saturday breakfasts at the Red
Apple (yum, yum).

Also, thanks to everyone for the blanket donations for the Share Your Holiday event coming up this Friday!

Last weekend Jay and | attended Kari Prager's memorial service in Redwood City. There were hundreds of
people in attendance. | thought, gee Kari touched all these people’s lives — what a rich and fulfilling life this
man experienced! His wife, Gail and their daughters spoke — expressing their love and sharing the special
man Kari was in their lives. Then people that knew Kari for many years and from many different aspects
spoke — within an hour | had discovered even more about this multi-faceted man than | could ever have
imagined.

Jay and | started going to the Cal BMW shop’s Open House events soon after we bought our first BMW
motorcycle from them so many years ago. This is where we were introduced to the Monterey Bay BMW
Rider’s Club. We were introduced to Dan and BB there. Fortuitous indeed!

There were always really great raffle prizes and either Jay or | (sometimes both of us) were fortunate
winners of some really nice prizes. | remember at one open house Kari said to me “You haven’t won
anything yet — we’ll have to do something about that!” Towards the end of the events — the crowd would get
thinner and Kari was still drawing for winners and after calling out many names of people who had already
departed he handed Jay the prize —a BMW ball cap if | remember correctly. | think our sincere and
exuberant enthusiasm at winning anything from a motorcycle jacket to a BMW ball cap endeared us to him.

God speed Kari Prager!
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2010 Club Officer
Election Ballot
DEADLINE: 12/31/10

Vote for one

President:
0 Neil Talbert

Vice President:
O Ken Farmer

Secretary/Treasurer:
0 Dale Whyte

Directors -- Vote for four (4):
Chuck Adkins

Dennis Chase

Mike Clark

Red Davis

James Martin

David Ow

Steve Pribula

(Note: Current club president holds a Director position in 2011)

Oodoaoaaoaod

Vote by email to: dalewhyte@comcast.net or mail ballot to:
Monterey Bay BMW Riders
629 Main Street, PMB 385
Watsonville, CA 95076
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EVEN MORE THOUGHTS FROM THE NURSING HOME
by Jamcs Martin

We’ve been busg Iatclg here in the nursing homc; ] rode to the Bonncvi”c Salt ]:lats forthe BUB
Motorcgclc SPcccl T rails with a side triP to the Marine CorPs Alirbase in [Fallon, Nevada and
then a club ride to | a [onda the Fo”owing weekend. [Forboth triPs, | chose the sul:jcct of

my last article, my 2005 BMW R11005 Box CUP for my mount. T he thrill of ricling my
newer (ancl much Fastcr) motorcyclc, a 2009 HFZ SPor‘c has Fina”y worn off a little bit.

Despitc my bitter comments regarcling its turn signa| wiring in the last article, it turns out that,
due to its extended stay on the lift, its batterg wasjust dead cnough to fail to activate the turn
signal flasher, butjust alive cnougl'r to elicita glow from the license Platc light. Who Figurecll Jve a|wa35 been an
atheist when it comes to belicving in devils or demons (electrical or otherwise), but |'m bcginning to get rcligion. With

anew bat‘ccry, evcrything worked fine. Not that | knew it would, but the engine wouldn’t start, ]got the battcrg.

Wl—)y did | let the battcrg go dead (J have a battcrg T enderfor each bike)? T his one is harder to cxplain. Batteries
in motorcyclcs don’t last as Iong as thcg do in automobiles. Motorcgclcs, esPcciaHH singlcs and twins, vibrate a lot
more than (modern) automobiles and batteries don’t like vibration. A Battcrg Tender actua”g tells you when this
happcns. When it can no ]ongcr Fu”g chargc the slowlg clging batter, its light will remain blinking on and off longcr and
longcr at first, and then in Pcrpctuitg instead of going to green. If onlg | had read the Battcrg T ender directions

sooner}

Overan endless Basquc meal in [Fallon, | climly remember hcaring someone say that he would write an article for the

newsletter on the base tour. ]’m not going to mention his namc,just in case ] misunderstood or

-
., ke
) —

QQ
<&
i‘ \5{.‘.9’”} he gets busy...suﬂ:icc itto say that the cxpcricncc brougl-ut me back to my childhood when my

Nevada | dad (a Marine test Pilot who died a very long time ago) took me to work with him at el T oro.

~

— Thc ]-:a”on tour was an uncxpcctcd Plcasurc.

Onward toward the Bonncvi”c Sa|t Flats! |n an effort to avoid the suPerslab, we were using
“the loneliest road in the US”, Highway 50, when Dennis Chase’s bike, a 1985 R80 started
craPPing out. We did the usual checks; fuel was ﬂowing Frcclg (even though it had a few mysterious red Paint flakes in
it) and the Plugs were sParking (at least some of the timc). K en Farmer, bg far the most confident mechanic among us,
concluded that it was Probablg the electronic ignition module.

After sPencIing about four hours on a two-foot wide shoulder along the aforementioned “loneliest road..”, a kinc”g
gcntlcman ona PMW stoPPccl and, after inquiring about our Plight, offer to ride ahead twcntg~cight to [~ ureka and
try to get us some help. J'm sorry, | have Forgottcn his name, though Neil Probably knows it, but nursing home inmates
are not gcnera"g known for their feats of memory. And hclP he found! Not too lor\g afterward, a crazg-looking
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highway Patrolman (when a guy as a gun, you can get nervous) came roaring up ina Dodgc Chargcr and Fina”g gave
us some Protcction from being rear-ended by Parking behind us with his ﬂashing ligl-lts.

Hc made a Phonc call to a local Fricncl, ancl, low and bchold, a blue Pickup soon showed up with the world’s shortest
motorcyclc ramp in the back, a six-foot long 2x8. Ok, magbc it was eigl'rt feet long.

Dennis and his busted beemer went on to [ ureka to sPcncl a couplc of Purgatorial clags, while the rest of us, K en,
Neil and mgsclﬁ along with another, Joc 5Parrow, who hacljoinccl us for moral support cluring our |ong scjourn

alongsicjc “the loneliest road...” Procccclcd to blast down the road toward Ely, where we had motel reservations.

By this time, it was getting dark and | discovered that Joc’s Golc]wing had the brightcst lights |'ve ever seen on a
motorcyclc. He followed us in the rear-most Position with his brings and clriving lights shining right into my mirrors.
My PuPils constricted to the size of Pin~Points for the entire seventy miles and | could see a damn thing. Wouldn’t
you know that Fina”y the road became curvy cnough to make this part of the triP even more interesting. If ricling
seventy to cightg curvy miles an hour in the dark almost comPlctely blind is intcrestir\g...Goocl thingl trust [ en’s
riding skill, all | could do was follow his tail Iight.

| aterwe would run into Joc again at bonncvi”c and | learned to aPPrcciatc him, but | think | would still decline to ride
rigl‘nt in front of him at night‘

A night at E_lg and K en rode on to Montana for some business. Neil and | rode back to
7 [ ureka to encourage Dennis and see if we could hclP him. APParcntlg alocal mechanic
‘.i/ had alrcady looked at the bike and had agrccd with K en about the R80’s illness. |t was

_Montanad
A

T SN . unless Ncil and | could come up with one by l‘:ooi(ing up with San Josc BMW (tlﬂcy run

not Sunclag, so no electronic module for an 85 R80 was Forthcoming until Tucsclag,

two airheads at the salt). Neil was actua”g wi"ing to ride all the way back to [ ureka form
- -
the salt flats (some 200 miles each wag) with the parto help Dennis fix his bike ancljoin us at Ponneville!
Just in case someone rcac]ing this doesn’t alrcacly know it, Neil T albertis in class by himself when it comes to

gcncrositg.

Pause and think about that for a while. T ravelis not only about the bcautg of the Places you go or the recreational
activities you do when you get there. Neitheris it about the machine you ride. T ravelis about the new Pcoplc you

meet and the new tl-n'ngs you learn about the friends you travel with.

Thc next morning was raing and the salt was wet. As soon as we could get onto the salt we did S0, only to discover

than San Josc BMW could not helP us with the W(GM. Neil called Dennis with that news, Dennis and his bike
were subscquentlg taken to Sierra BMW in Sparks to be fixed and then ride home. | have to mention the kindness
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of the motel owner from [ _ureka who took Dennis to SPari(s. Jd say that a lot of nice Pcoplc live in Nevada, except
that not a lot of Pcoplc live in Nevada Pcriocl. Some of them are very nice, though.

Thisis getting Iong, and | have to type it, but | have to mention some of the highlights of the visit to the salt Flats,just
in case some omcgou are considering making the triP next year. Jve been waiting to go since | had read about the meets
in ot Rod Magazine, which | inhaled every month as a kid. The sPccializcd machines that compete here are often
the Proclucts of unusual and creative PeoPlc in small garages all over the world. Quite the opposite of what you see
in the highlg rcgulatccl and often cconomica”y dominated forms of care and motorcgclc racing that you see elsewhere.
]:ina”g, ]got to see those machine and their constructors close up- | was not disaPPointccl.
Motorcyclcs from 50cc to over 2000cc. 5Pccc| Potcntials from 70 mPh to over 500.
Production bikes, pure racing bikes, scooters, dirt bikes, side hacks of all ages. Somctl'iing for
cvcrgboclg. An cxamplc is the motorcgclc known as the “Aic Attack”, a long cigar sl‘napccl red
machine that is Powcrcci bg two ancient (but PowerFul) Vincent engines that has to be hung from

books to be moved from Placc to P]acc because it has zero low sPcccl mancuvcrabﬂitg. This
motorcgclc is immaculate (as most race cars and motorcyclcs are) and is Probably very cxPcnsivc as it is almost entire
handmade. T he Ak Attack Pit, however, is quitc informal. Consisting of a rack from which the streamliner hangs and
a group of very old men stanc]ing around giving the one young guy (55—4'0 yrs young), the mechanic, advice.
APParcntly, he is the onlg one who can bend his knees cnoug[‘r to hold his hands stcady enough to actua”y work on
the tl‘ning. While | was there, | could find the Rider (driver?), unless magbc the young guy did that too. Since most of
the old guys weren’t rca”y that busg, thcg had no Problcm chatting with me. |nfact, it was actua”g hard getting away!
Thcg all wanted to tell me stories about Big Sid, Rollie Free, Burt Monroe, who thcy all knew Pcrsona”g,

T hat's what | did. | walked around all clag talking to the comPctitors. Neil seemed to stick close to the San Jose
BMW Pits. | ater he would tell me that thcy were disaPPointcd that the new Sio000R suPcrbikc “onlg” ran 188
mpl—i. Not bad, considcring it was having major traction Problcms. “Onl3 188” from a bone stock machine straigl‘ut
from their showroom! TI'ICH had an airhead thanran 1641 At least | was imprcsscd.

K en showed up on chlncsciay‘ Neil went on to Colorado to ride “the highcst road in the

USA”, K en and | rode home. His K awasaki Concours 14 is a tru]g awesome machine.

K en’s secret is furniture Polish ~he even got the Boxer CUP looking pretty goocl after
clags on the road.

]gucss ] won’t relate to you any of the details about the ride
to | a]onda - magbc Mike will step up. Besides it time for my

medication...

HOLLYwgoD
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From the CALmoto web site:

In Memory of Kari Prager, 10/21/1947 - 11/14/2010

It is with a heavy heart that we inform our friends and
customers of the passing of Kari Prager.

Kari passed away peacefully and suddenly at home early
this past Sunday morning. He had enjoyed the Saturday
shooting with friends and then spent much of that
evening reloading in preparation for his next outing.

Kari was passionate about many things but it was his
family, motorcycling, shooting and poetry that brought : . .
him the most joy. His passion, energy and zeal to share these joys brought us into the circle of his friendship
and we are all the richer for it.

There will be a Celebration of Kari's Life on Sunday, December 5 at 2pm at:

The Sofitel Hotel

223 Twin Dolphin Drive
Redwood City, CA
Phone: 650-598-9000

Reduced room rates will be available for anyone interested. Parking is free and motorcycles will be welcome.

We are also planning a Memorial Ride for Kari on December 12, the ride will depart from CALmoto at 9am.
Details will be posted on the website and sent out through our E-moto newsletter.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Kari's honor to:
CHAC (Community Health Awareness Council)

PO Box 335
Mountain View, CA 94042
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In The Pines

By Kari Prager

The trees are always green here.
My glance dances from branch to
branch. Sunlight’'s broken shards lay
a mosaic on forest floor.
| came here to be alone
but | am not. The under story
rumbles with the munching of beetles,
the millipede’s tiny feet prance
over pine needles slowly turning
to mulch, smelling of tomorrow.
Deeper, earthworms tunnel blindly
through the podsol, turning the
earth with earnest diligence.
This place is a comfort. | lean against

the scratchy trunk of a lodge pole pine.

The melancholy that brought me here
sloughs off, nibbled away by busy
legions of ants, trudging back with
countless morsels for their queen.

| don’t fear death here. If it
came to me, strangely comforting,
no regret would outlast it. | can play
with such musings while | know
for now the pulse of blood is strong.
Perhaps will come a time when,
undiscovered, I'd be but a bag
of skin covering whitening bones
that once held me up against the pull
of the earth. | can’'t say why,
but it comforts me that the forest
would turn me into something
written in a language scratched by
foraging partridges under the deadfall.
Nothing can harm me once
this beautiful life joins something

common to every creature in this place.
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SATURDAY'S, WHEN A RIDE OR CLUB EVENT IS NOT PLANNED, THE CLUB MEETS FOR BREAKFAST at
9:00am — please see web site for current location.

Down the road..... 2010
Note: Check out the change of address for Ted Porter’'s Beemer Shop!

Dec. 4 Club Holiday Party at the Hurst club house.

Dec. 5 Kari Prager Memorial (details inside)

Dec. 10 KSBW Share Your Holiday — Club On-Air at 6:45pm from Capitola Auto Mall
Dec. 12 Kari Prager Memorial Ride (details inside)

MONTEREY BAY BMW RIDERS
629 Main Street, P.M.B. 385
Watsonville, CA 95076

FIRST CLASS MAIL

check out our web site:
http://www.mbbr.org




